
Show us the Father 
 
Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father. Was he asking to see God? A 
strange thing to ask according to the religious traditions of that time. 
 

Steeped in the stories of the Bible, the Apostles would be familiar with the story 
of Moses in the presence of God on Mount Sinai. The Book of Exodus (Chapter 
23) relates that Moses asked to see God and was told that no human can see 
his face and live. This led to Moses being hidden in a cleft in the rock as God 
passed by so that he only saw him from behind. 
 

So what was Philip asking? 
 

It may be that he was insatiably curious. Had he heard rumours of what Peter, 
James and John witnessed during the Transfiguration? 
 

Perhaps Philip wanted final confirmation that Jesus really is the messenger from 
God. 
 
 

Jesus replied:  
 

‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father.’ 
 

This is more than saying ‘we look alike’ or ‘we are really quite similar’. This was a full 
declaration by Jesus that he is divine.  
 

Jesus was not bragging about being God – that would be silly. He went on to say why it 
was so important that Philip and the others realised what he meant: 
 

‘I am in the Father and the Father is in me’. 
 

Jesus wanted them to understand the depth of his relationship with the Father. The closer 
they came to Jesus, the nearer they came to the Father; the more they got to know Jesus, 
the more they would know God.  

 
 

Saint John put on the lips of Philip a hope and prayer that is in all of us – to be close to God and to be with him for ever. 
 
 

This is connected to the most important thing Jesus spoke about. He came to make known the Father’s love for us. The 
message that he brings and the relationship that he shares with the disciples and with us is to draw us closer to the Father. 
 
 

Occasionally people ask ‘did Jesus actually claim to be God?’  
 
We can answer that he did – this Sunday’s story is an example. But notice that 
Jesus didn’t say baldly ‘I am God’. To have done this would have invited 
accusations of vanity, mental illness or blasphemy. Most of the time Jesus was 
more subtle. 
 
 

The Gospels seem to suggest that as Jesus drew near to the end of his earthly 
ministry things became more explicit. When he was on trial before the High Priest 
and the Sanhedrin some unconvincing false witnesses spoke. Then Caiaphas put 
Jesus on oath to declare if he was the Christ. Jesus reply that they would see him 
coming on the clouds of heaven led the council members to tear their clothes and 
accuse him of blasphemy – they understood his claim. 
 
 

Jesus’ declaration of who he is was not about self-proclamation, demanding 
respect and obedience. It was with a purpose to make known and bring about the 
will of his Father. In his trial he gave his accusers a reason to sentence him to 
death. Up to that point they could not find an accusation that would stick. So that he 
could go on to accomplish what he had been sent to do – save us – he told them 
straight. 
 

It is our belief that one day we shall be with Jesus who has gone before to prepare 
a place for us. Then we shall see him and his Father, face to face. 
 
 

In the meantime it is still a good thing to ask Jesus to show us the Father. We want to hear more clearly and know more 
deeply of the relationship Jesus has with his Father. This can only come about as we grow closer to the Lord.  


